Traumatic calcinosis cutis in a dialysis patient.
A patient with end-stage renal disease and refractory hyperparathyroidism was evaluated for acute-onset thickening and hardening of the skin of the lower extremities. Her clinical course and physical examination findings were consistent with the recently described entity of nephrogenic fibrosing dermopathy. However, skin biopsy results showed metastatic and dystrophic calcification, without calcific uremic arteriolopathy (calciphylaxis). The patient reported a history of self-inflicted trauma; the authors postulate that trauma, in the setting of hyperparathyroidism and an elevated serum calcium phosphorous product, resulted in the subcutaneous deposition of calcium salts. To the authors' knowledge, this is the first report of metastatic and dystrophic calcification, without calciphylaxis, in a patient with refractory hyperparathyroidism. This case underscores both the rich variety of skin conditions seen in patients undergoing dialysis and recent developments in the field of dermatologic disorders associated with end-stage renal disease.